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Best Management Practices (BMPs) means methods, measures, or practices designed and selected to 
reduce or eliminate the discharge of pollutants to surface waters from point and nonpoint source 
discharges including stormwater. BMPs include structural and nonstructural controls, and operation and 
maintenance procedures, which can be applied before, during, and/or after pollution producing activities. 

Commercial Development means any development on private land that is not heavy industrial or 
residential. The category includes, but is not limited to hospitals, laboratories and other medical facilities, 
educational institutions, recreational facilities, plant nurseries, car wash facilities, mini-malls, business 
complexes, shopping malls, hotels, office buildings, public warehouses, and light industrial complexes. 

Construction means clearing, grading, excavating, etc. that results in soil disturbance. Construction 
includes structure teardown. It does not include routine maintenance to maintain original line and grade, 
hydraulic capacity, or original purpose of facility; emergency construction activities required to 
immediately protect public health and safety; interior remodeling with no outside exposure of 
construction material or construction waste to stormwater; mechanical permit work; or sign permit work. 

Control means to minimize, reduce, eliminate, or prohibit by technological, legal, contractual or other 
means, the discharge of pollutants from an activity or activities. 

Development means any construction, rehabilitation, redevelopment or reconstruction of any public or 
private residential project (whether single-family, multi-unit or planned unit development); industrial, 
commercial, retail and other non-residential projects, including public agency projects; or mass grading 
for future construction. It does not include routine maintenance to maintain original line and grade, 
hydraulic capacity, or original purpose of facility, nor does it include emergency construction activities 
required to immediately protect public health and safety. 

Development Standards means standards that the Permittees must develop and implement for new 
development and significant redevelopment projects to control the discharge of stormwater pollutants in 
post-construction stormwater. 

Discharge means when used without qualification the discharge of a pollutant. 

General Permit for Construction Activities Stormwater Permit means the general NPDES permit 
adopted by the State Board, which authorizes the discharge of stormwater from construction activities 
under certain conditions. 

General Permit for Industrial Activities Stormwater Permit means the general NPDES permit 
adopted by the State Board which authorizes the discharge of stormwater from certain industrial activities 
under certain conditions.  

Infiltration means the downward entry of water into the surface of the soil. 

Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) means the standard for implementation of stormwater 
management programs to reduce pollutants in stormwater. CWA § 402(p)(3)(B)(iii) requires that 
municipal permits "shall require controls to reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent 
practicable, including management practices, control techniques and system, design and engineering 
methods, and such other provisions as the Administrator or the State determines appropriate for the 
control of such pollutants. See also State Board Order WQ 2000-11. 
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Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) means a conveyance or system of conveyances 
(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, alleys, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, 
manmade channels, or storm drains) owned by a State, city, county, town or other public body, that is 
designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater, which is not a combined sewer, and which is not 
part of a publicly owned treatment works, and which discharges to Waters of the United States. 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) means the national program for issuing, 
modifying, revoking and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits under CWA §307, 402, 
318, and 405. 

Natural Drainage Systems means unlined or unimproved (not engineered) creeks, streams, rivers or 
similar waterways. 

New Development means land disturbing activities; structural development, including construction or 
installation of a building or structure, creation of impervious surfaces; and land subdivision. 

On-Site Stormwater Quality BMPs are stormwater quality BMPs that serve a particular project or site. 

Parking Lot means land area or facility for the parking or storage of motor vehicles used for businesses, 
commerce, industry, or personal use, with a lot size of 5,000 square feet or more of surface area, or with 
25 or more parking spaces. 

Permittees means Co-Permittees and any agency named in this Order as being responsible for permit 
conditions within its jurisdiction. 

Pollutants means those substances defined in CWA §502(6) (33.U.S.C.§1362(6)), and incorporated by 
reference into California Water Code §13373.  

Project means all development, redevelopment, and land disturbing activities. The term is not limited to 
"Project" as defined under CEQA (Pub. Resources Code §21065). 

Receiving Waters means all surface water bodies in the Central Valley Region that are identified in the 
Basin Plan. 

Redevelopment means land-disturbing activity that results in the creation, addition, or replacement of 
5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface area on an already developed site. Redevelopment 
includes, but is not limited to: the expansion of a building footprint; addition or replacement of a 
structure; replacement of impervious surface area that is not part of a routine maintenance activity; and 
land disturbing activities related to structural or impervious surfaces. It does not include routine 
maintenance to maintain original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, or original purpose of facility, nor 
does it include emergency construction activities required to immediately protect public health and safety. 

 Regional Administrator means the Regional Administrator of the Regional Office of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the authorized representative of the Regional Administrator. 

Regional Stormwater Quality BMPs are stormwater quality BMPs which serve large areas (typically 
about 20 – 600 acres), are located in the public right-of-way, and are owned, operated, and maintained by 
public agencies. 

Restaurant means a facility that sells prepared foods and drinks for consumption, including stationary 
lunch counters and refreshment stands selling prepared foods and drinks for immediate consumption (SIC 
Code 5812). 

Retail Gasoline Outlet means any facility engaged in selling gasoline and lubricating oils. 

Runoff means any runoff including stormwater and dry weather flows from a drainage area that reaches a 
receiving water body or subsurface. During dry weather it is typically comprised of base flow either 
contaminated with pollutants or uncontaminated, and nuisance flows. 
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Source Control BMP means any schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance 
procedures, managerial practices or operational practices that aim to prevent stormwater pollution by 
reducing the potential for contamination at the source of pollution. 

Stormwater means stormwater runoff, snowmelt runoff, and surface runoff and drainage. 

Structural BMP means any structural facility designed and constructed to mitigate the adverse impacts 
of stormwater and urban runoff pollution (e.g. canopy, structural enclosure). The category may include 
both Treatment Control BMPs and Source Control BMPs. 

Treatment means the application of engineered systems that use physical, chemical, or biological 
processes to remove pollutants. Such processes include, but are not limited to, filtration, gravity settling, 
media absorption, biodegradation, biological uptake, chemical oxidation and UV radiation. 

Treatment Control BMP means any engineered system designed to remove pollutants by simple gravity 
settling of particulate pollutants, filtration, biological uptake, media absorption or any other physical, 
biological, or chemical process. 

U.S. EPA Phase I Facilities means facilities in specified industrial categories that are required to obtain 
an NPDES permit for stormwater discharges, as required by 40 CFR 122.26(c). These categories include 
facilities subject to stormwater effluent limitation guidelines, new source performance standards, or toxic 
pollutant effluent standards (40 CFR N); manufacturing facilities; oil and gas/mining facilities; hazardous 
waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities; landfills, land application sites, and open dumps; recycling 
facilities; steam electric power generating facilities; transportation facilities; sewage of wastewater 
treatment works; and light manufacturing facilities. 

Vehicle Maintenance/Material Storage Facilities/Corporation Yards means any Permittee owned or 
operated facility or portion thereof that conducts industrial activity, operates equipment, handles 
materials, and provides services similar to Federal Phase I facilities; performs fleet vehicle 
service/maintenance on ten or more vehicles per day including repair, maintenance, washing, and fueling; 
performs maintenance and/or repair of heavy industrial machinery/equipment ; and stores chemicals, raw 
materials, or waste materials in quantities that require a hazardous materials business plan or a Spill 
Prevention, Control, and Counter-measures (SPCC) plan. 

Water Quality Standards and Water Quality Objectives means water quality criteria contained in the 
Basin Plan, the National Toxics Rule, the California Toxics Rule, and other state or federally approved 
surface water quality plans. Such plans are used by the Regional Board to regulate all discharges, 
including stormwater discharges. 

Waters of the State means any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within boundaries 
of the state.  

Waters of the United States means: 

a. All waters that are currently used, were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate 
or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; 

b. All interstate waters, including interstate wetlands; 

c. All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), 
mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural 
ponds the use, degradation, or destruction of which would affect or could affect interstate or 
foreign commerce including any such waters: 

1. Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other 
purposes; 



Appendix A – Glossary 

A-4 Sacramento Stormwater Management Program  

2. From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; 
or 

3. Which are used or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce; 

d. All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this 
definition;  

e. Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs (a) through (d) of this definition; 

f. The territorial sea; and 

g. Wetlands adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wetlands) identified in 
paragraph (a) through (f) of this definition. 

Waste treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons designed to meet the requirements of 
CWA (other than cooling ponds as defined in 40 CFR 423.22(m), which also meet the criteria of this 
definition) are not waters of the United States.  This exclusion applies only to man-made bodies of water, 
which neither were originally created in waters of the United States (such as disposal area in wetlands) 
nor resulted from the impoundment of waters of the United States.  Waters of the United States do not 
include prior converted cropland.  Notwithstanding the determination of an area’s status as prior 
converted cropland by any other federal agency, for the purposes of the CWA, the final authority 
regarding CWA jurisdiction remains with U.S. EPA. 

Wet Season means the calendar period beginning October 1 through April 30. 

 


